INTRODUCTION
In 1906 Moissan carried out a number of experiments upon the vaporization of metals.'
He placed the temperature of his furnace at 3500°C . and made the statement that all known elements vola tilize at that temperature. Now it is thought by Schulz that the temperature of the furnace must have been considerably above 35000 C. and probably as high as the sun's photosphere which he sets at 54000 C.3 He argued that owing to the large current used by Moissan there was an enormous amount of energy which had no adequate escape by conduction or radiation and which therefore must have raised the temperature of the furnace up to the point where it was checked by the melting and evaporization of the lime stone of which it was constructed.
He moreover asserts that the volatilization of the metals is not to be regarded as complete.
We also find the following remarks in regard to molybdenum and tungsten:
Molybdenum. -The 150 grams were not fused by a current of 500 amperes and 1 10 volts. After applying 700 amperes and 1 10 volts for seven minutes,
